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divisions, the total German satellite divisions may have numbered
150, making a grand total of more than 450 directly or indirectly at
the orders of Berlin.

In the air the Germans were believed to have between 5,000 and
6,000 operational planes, of which about 2,000 were operating
against the Red Army. Including from 500 to 1,000 Italian planes,
the Axis air strength in the Mediterranean area was estimated to be
between 2,000 and 2,500. The remainder of the German Air
Force, perhaps 500 planes, was on the Atlantic air front facing
England.

Notwithstanding these formidable totals, it was already possible
to suppose that Berlin had given up hope of forcing a decision. The
future was to show that this was indeed the case. Whether the loss
of the German Sixth Army on the Volga could have been retrieved
if Darlan had not joined forces with the United Nations in North
Africa, we shall never know. Certainly, however, the Anglo-Amer-
ican threats made possible by that adhesion, although still com-
paratively small, were likely to grow rapidly. The Italian political
situation was visibly becoming shaky. Accordingly, the German
grand strategy was thenceforward to become a vastly magnified
version of Frederick the Great's. That talented atheist had at last
tired out the enormously superior numbers of the coalition against
him. So in the present case the huge military and administrative
machine centering in Frederick's capital under the leadership of the
strange little Austrian, Hitler, resembling Frederick in nothing but
daring and in supposed indifference to women, might again survive.
Between communist Russia and the other comparatively traditional-
ist Allies, the present coalition was ill assorted. If sufficiently fa-
tigued and bled, it might dissolve as that of 1793 had done.

The pause an ground operations which had followed the German
recapture of Kharkov and the Axis surrender in Tunisia was first
broken in the Mediterranean. In that theater, so well suited to air
and naval operations, from their admirable North African bases the
English and American air forces had been ranging far afield. In or-
der to carry through his original mission of opening the inland sea
to United Nations shipping, the logical direction of Eisenhower's
next move was northeastward from Tunisia into Sicily. Sardinia,